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VILLA CORE VALUE 2016 -17: Respect for Human Dignity 
 

Two thoughts from Cesar Chavez, American labor leader and 
civil rights activist: 

 

“Preservation of one's own culture does not require contempt 
or disrespect for other cultures”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



LIVING VILLA’S MISSION: FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN  
 
We are pleased to announce the rescheduled dates for the Feed My 
Starving Children MobilePack event at Villa Maria College. 
  
The event will be held March 25-26, 2017 in the Social Hall. The 
tentative packing schedule is: 
 
Saturday March 25           
 
6:00-8:00 pm          Packing Session I 
 
Sunday March 26   9:00 am Mass 
                                               
10:00-12:00            Packing Session II 
                                               
12:30-2:30             Packing Session III 
                                               
3:00-5:00               Packing Session IV 
  
The goal this year is 100,000 or more meals. 
  
We are in the process of fundraising for this event. Watch your 
emails for some upcoming fundraisers at Vil la. There are 
also other ways to donate: 
 
1.     We have a Villa fundraising page on the FMSC website. The 
link is https://give.fmsc.org/fundraise/team?ftid=94798 
You can donate on that secure webpage using a credit card. Please 
feel free to SHARE that link with friends and family through social 
media, and encourage them to donate too! 
  
2.     If you prefer to donate by check, you can give a check 
to Kim Kotz or Joan Mullin, or mail the check to: 
Feed My Starving Children 
401 93rd Avenue NW 
Coon Rapids, MN 55433 



Attn: MobilePack 1703-106MI 
  
IMPORTANT: Be sure to put “MobilePack 1703-106MI” in the 
memo section of the check; this ensures that the donation gets 
credited to the Buffalo event. 
  
3.     The holidays are coming. For that person who has 
everything, consider giving to FMSC in their honor! It’s the PERFECT 
GIFT! We plan to have cards on campus in the very near future that 
we can give you in exchange for a donation- give the cards to 
friends and family to let them know the very special gift you are 
giving them! 
  
We encourage everyone in the Villa family to join us to pack these 
100,000 meals. Remember that volunteers can be age 5 and up, so 
this is a perfect opportunity to bring your children on campus to 
help feed hungry children. 
 
THANK	  YOU	  for	  your	  past	  support	  of	  FMSC	  on	  campus,	  and	  
for	  your	  anticipated	  support	  for	  this	  event! 
	   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day of Silence 
For the Gay-Straight Alliances 

  
You think you know them, these students 
Who can’t remember to bring a pencil to class 
But somehow manage to find pink duct tape.  
 
You told them silence would be enough, 
But they insisted on covering their mouths 
With bright rectangles of sticky shocking pink. 
 
The words of taped mouths can’t be suppressed. 
With eyes on fire, these gay and straight students 
Blaze down the halls, their message incinerating: 
What are you going to do to end the silence? 
 

• Scott Wiggerman 
From Poems That Illuminate Emotions on Learning 

  
 

Poet and professor Scott Wiggerman comments, “ We needed to 
understand why people feel powerless. Social work involves both care 
and control and it is a delicate balance. … We all need to be alert to 
oppression, whatever form it takes.” 
 
 

 
 

“Yes, I am a dreamer. For a dreamer is one who can find his way by 
moonlight, and see the dawn before the rest of the world.”   
 
      • Henry David Thoreau 



CALL FOR CREATIVE WORK! 
 
Are you being creative? Want to see your work in Villa’s 
award-winning creative arts magazine SKALD? 
 
Don’t wait until next semester – start submitting your 
work now. 
 
Literary work – poems, stories, essays to Joyce Kessel 
jkessel@villa.edu. 
 
Artwork – contact Bob Grizanti or Julie Zack. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
“Writing is the greatest fun I’ve ever had. And I know this with painters, I know 
this with dancers: if it’s the hardest friggin’ work you’ve ever done, and the 
most fun you’ve ever had, and you can never resolve that, that’s it. That’s 
where you should be.” 
        • Marlon James, novelist 
 



 
POETRY PAGE   

 
America Now: “That Word Black” 

By Lexxy Lipinski 
	  

I refuse to live in a society that chooses 
to label people by the color of their skin.  
My skin is fair, but that doesn’t make me good. 
His skin is dark, and that doesn’t make him bad. 
We are so much more than just colors- we are entities  
That live, laugh, love, hate, fight, cry, and die. 
Our lungs inhale the same air, 
And our hearts beat to the same rhythm. 
Our physical appearance may look different,  
But we are all one on the inside. 
 

We are more than just our skin color. 
We share in each other’s joys as much as we  
Share in each other’s sorrows. 
We dream, we achieve, we succeed. 
 

We can build each other up as much as we can 
Tear each other down. 
We are not separate; we are united. 
 
 

I wrote this poem in response to Langston Hughes’s “That Word 
Black.” Essentially, I start out by noting that the color black 
doesn’t define something as bad, while the color white doesn’t 
define something as good. The rest is my imagination of a society 
in which we don’t label and ostracize others due to their physical 
appearance. I would like to think that someday, we will be one. We 
will be united. Racism is a man-made tragedy, and we can choose 
to end it.
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Face Full of Makeup 
   By Romona Harkness	  
 
She wakes up soar and can barely move. 
He was really upset last night. 
She has to stop making him so angry. 
 
“Everything will be ok”, she tells herself. 
 She begins her daily routine. 
No time for tears. 
After all it’s her fault. 
She has to stop making him so angry. 
 
She starts off with oil base concealer. 
That helps hide the black eye. 
Then she applies foundation. 
That helps reduce the look of the swelling. 
She can’t forget the rouge. 
That will help her hide the fist prints on her cheeks. 
She stares at the ghost in the mirror. 
No time for tears. 
She applies lipstick the best she can. 
With her right hand the left one is broken, 
From last week’s misunderstanding. 
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She’s all done with her façade. 
Off she goes in her hell 
With a face full of makeup. 
 

This poem was written to bring attention to the abuse of 
battered women. I chose words like misunderstanding and 
façade because the battered women I have come across often 
blame themselves and not the one who’s abusing them. As I 
wrote this piece I thought about such women as Aasiya Zubair 
Hassan, and Tonier Cain.  
 
 
Support Your Local Independent Bookstore! 
 
 

 
 
BEST TALKING LEAVES BOOKSTORE SALE EVER! 
 
With more than 40 years of serving the community, Talking Leaves 
Bookstore, will be offering a big, fabulous Fall Book Sale at the 3158 Main 
Street, Buffalo store only. 
 
20% off Saturday 10.22; Monday – Tuesday 10/24-25 
30% off Wednesday – Thursday – Friday 10/26 – 28 
40% off Saturday – Sunday 10/29 -30 
(Open 12-6 on Sunday 10/30)  
 
Additional 10% discount for members as always! 
(Special orders, sale books, periodicals and boks fo events are exempt) 
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A BRIEF FOLLOW-UP REGARDING BABEL AUTHOR 
MARLON JAMES AND HIS LOVE OF BOOKS 
 
For his bookshop and website One Grand Books, the editor Aaron Hicklin 
asked people to name the 10 books they’d take with them if they were 
marooned on a desert island. The next in the series is the author Marlon 
James, who shares his list (most of which he mentioned in his talk in 
Buffalo on October 19): 

 
“Summer Lightning and Other Stories,” Olive Senior 
 
Because she taught me everything about matching devastation with 
economy. The entire future of Caribbean prose is mapped out in this 
collection of stories, and I don’t know a single Caribbean writer who 
doesn’t reread it often. 
close control 
 
 “The Master and Margarita,” Mikhail Bulgakov 
 
Nude vampires, gun-toting talking black cat, and devil as ultimate party 
starter aside, the miracle of this novel is that every time you read it, it’s a 
different book. 
 
“Shame,” Salman Rushdie 
 
What Kafka gave Marquez — permission to write — “Shame” did for me. 
And like all electrifying experiences, at first it was just the shock that 
such things could be done with novels, that got to me. 
 
 “Song of Solomon,” Toni Morrison 
 
Three-quarters of the way in, and “SOS” is merely one of the three best 
books I’ve ever read. But the last 60 pages are one of the most 
astonishing feats of writing I’ve ever read. I remember reading it standing 
up, almost in this fever, and so thoroughly believing the ending that I 
almost jumped off my balcony. 
 
“Pride and Prejudice,” Jane Austen 
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Because nobody has ever been slyer with characters than Austen. It still 
blows my mind that her unsavory and unfortunate characters — Mrs. 
Bennett, Lady Catherine, Charlotte — are the only ones who truly know 
what time it is. 
 
“Tom Jones,” Henry Fielding 
 
First book I ever read for school that I was sad to see end. Best plot of all 
time? Maybe not, but too close to the top to merit serious argument. 
 
“Dogeaters,” Jessica Hagedorn 
 
Possible the most brutally, hilariously accurate portrait of post-colonial 
Jamaica I’ve ever read. And it’s a novel about the Philippines. 
 
“The Autumn of The Patriarch,” Gabriel García Márquez 
 
Picking a Márquez novel is a near impossible task. It’s too easy to just go 
with the obvious choice(s). But this is his most daring novel, and the 
labyrinthine twists and turns of each sentence demands undivided 
attention — so perfect for a desert island, then. 

1 
“Palomar: The Heartbreak Soup Stories,” Gilbert Hernandez 
 
I sometimes wonder if I’m the only person to realize that the collected 
Palomar stories, from one half of Los Bros Hernandez, adds up to the 
finest American novel of the past 30 years? 
 
“Epic Traditions of Africa,” Stephen Belcher 
 
Grimm’s Fairytales are great, the Icelandic sagas are essential and I’m 
always here for Grendel. But sometimes you want to read about the 
Cannibal Witch, unborn children who leave the womb at night to hunt for 
food and Son Jara, the original Lion King. 
 
                New York Times 5/13/16 
������ 
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HELP PRIDE! Club PAINT VILLA PURPLE. 
 
The members of Pride! at Villa want you to help  
raise awareness of bullying! 
 
Stop Bullying by wearing Purple on Tuesday November 
15th. 
 
	   “Day after day, at Wolmers Boys School [in Jamaica], the torments 
and taunts mounted. Why? “I was the nerd,” he says. “Because I was 
reading. I wasn’t into sports. I was really into art. Very geekish about 
comics. Assumed gay.” To cope with the bullying, he read more and more. 
“Let’s just say I was in the world of books far more than I was in the real 
world. It became a sort of addiction. I just couldn’t deal with the present 
tense. Jeanette Winterson says this somewhere, that reading is an act of 
liberation, but it’s also a private act. I really did end up losing myself that 
way.”	  
       • Marlon James 
 
 
4 Facts About Bullying in College 
excerpted from Sherri Gordon       Updated February 01, 2016 

 
For years, people thought bullying was a childhood issue that kids would 
not have to deal with once they left middle school. But growing research 
suggests that bullies are growing up and infiltrating college campuses and 
even the workforce.  
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In fact, bullying is an issue that people of all ages must be prepared to 
handle. If you have a high school student about to enter college, or a 
young adult already in college, here are four facts about bullying that you 
should know. 
 
1. Bullying doesn’t end in high school. 
 
While a majority of bullying peaks in middle school and subsides by high 
school, new research indicates that bullying may never completely go 
away. In fact, if bullies are not taught to take responsibility for their 
actions or are not disciplined for bullying others, this will become a 
pattern of behavior for them especially if it gets them the results they 
desire. 
 
2. Cyberbullying in college is on the rise. 
 
Research indicates that cyberbullying is increasing at the college level. 
 
And much of the cyberbullying that college kids experience revolves 
around relationship issues. For example, many times cyberbullying 
encompasses gossip and rumors, slut shaming and sexual bullying. 
Often mean girls will engage in this behavior as a way to climb to the 
social ladder or to intimidate other girls. 
 
They also may use cyberbullying to stake their claim on boys they are 
interested in. Meanwhile, boys may cyberbully other boys as a way of 
humiliating them and exerting their own dominance. Or, they may use 
cyberbullying to get revenge after being dumped. 
 

 
3. Bull ied college students often feel alone and isolated. 
 
The consequences of bullying are high for anyone who is impacted. But 
research indicates that college students can feel even more alone and 
isolated especially if they are underclassmen. Every college student needs 
a circle of support, but bullied college students are in even greater need 
of support. 
 
4. Bull ied college students often keep silent about the torment 
they are experiencing. 
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Many college students who are bullied never tell anyone what they are 
experiencing. There are several reasons behind their silence. First, many 
times victims of bullying are embarrassed by what they are experiencing. 
To talk about the bullying requires them to share the embarrassing details 
of what other people are saying or doing. 
 
Additionally, college students may feel more pressure than middle school 
or high school students to respond to bullying on their own. The mindset 
is that now that they are becoming adults, they need to learn to handle 
issues on their own. And while this is true to a certain degree, bullying is 
complex issue that often requires a support system. Parents can provide 
help and insight especially if the bullying they are experiencing involves 
actions that are against the law. 

 
 
    

 
     
WEAR PURPLE ON TUESDAY NOV.15 
 
 
 
NEXT WRITERS’ CIRCLE Session – Tuesday Oct. 
25 in the 2nd Floor Lounge of Felician Hall.  
11 am. 
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NEXT BABEL AUTHOR WEDNESDAY 11.15. 2017 
 
See Joyce Kessel for tickets. 
	  
LAILA LALAMI is the author of the novels Hope And Other 
Dangerous Pursuits, which was a finalist for the Oregon Book 
Award; Secret Son, which was on the Orange Prize long list, and 
The Moor’s Account, which won the American Book Award, the 
Arab American Book Award, and the Hurston/Wright Legacy 
Award. It was on the Man Booker Prize long list and was also a 
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. Her essays and opinion 
pieces have appeared in the Los Angeles Times, the 
Washington Post, The Nation, the Guardian, the New York 
Times, and in many anthologies. She is the recipient of a British 
Council Fellowship, a Fulbright Fellowship, and a Guggenheim  
Fellowship and is currently a professor of creative writing at 
the University of California Riverside. 
 
 
THE MOOR’ S ACCOUNT: 
 
In this stunning work of historical fiction, Laila Lalami brings us the 
imagined memoirs of the first black explorer of America, a Moroccan slave 
whose testimony was left out of the official record. 
 
In 1527, the conquistador Pánfilo de Narváez sailed from the port of 
Sanlúcar de Barrameda with a crew of six hundred men and nearly a 
hundred horses. His goal was to claim what is now the Gulf Coast of the 
United States for the Spanish crown and, in the process, become as 
wealthy and famous as Hernán Cortés. 
 
But from the moment the Narváez expedition landed in Florida, it faced 
peril—navigational errors, disease, starvation, as well as resistance from 
indigenous tribes. Within a year there were only four survivors: the 
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expedition’s treasurer, Cabeza de Vaca; a Spanish nobleman named 
Alonso del Castillo; a young explorer named Andrés Dorantes; and 
Dorantes’s Moroccan slave, Mustafa al-Zamori, whom the other three 
Spaniards called Estebanico. These four survivors would go on to make a 
journey across America that would transform them from proud 
conquistadores to humble servants, from fearful outcasts to faith healers. 
 
The Moor’s Account brilliantly captures Estebanico’s voice and vision, 
giving us an alternate narrative for this famed expedition. As this dramatic 
chronicle unfolds, we come to understand that, contrary to popular belief, 
black men played a significant part in New World exploration, and that 
Native American men and women were not merely silent witnesses to it. 
In Laila Lalami’s deft hands, Estebanico’s memoir illuminates the ways in 
which stories can transmigrate into history, even as storytelling can offer 
a chance at redemption and survival. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR ART DEPARTMENT!      
Community for Accredited Online Schools, a leading resource for 
online learning and college accreditation information, has 
released its annual rankings for the 2016-2017 Best Four Year 
Art Degree Programs in the Nation. 

 
Villa Maria College was ranked #5 on the list. 
According to Angela Hanners, Community for Accredited Online 
Schools’s director of communications, colleges must be a not for 
profit institution, have institutional accreditation, and offer at least 
a two-year degree program for completion in order to qualify for 
this ranking. 
The top art schools were determined by using the following 
methodology: 
 
Published Tuition & Fees 
Number of Subject Areas Covered by Program Offerings 
Student-to-Teacher Ratio 
Percent of Students Receiving Institutional Financial Aid 
Placement Services Upon Completion 
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“We wanted to highlight schools, like Villa Maria College, who 
have made a point to strive for excellence through their art 
program curricula and effectiveness of instructors” said Doug 
Jones, CEO and Founder of Community for Accredited Online 
Schools. “These schools are not only offering exceptional 
programs to students, but they have upheld rigorous standard 
through accreditation.” 
 
Community for Accredited Online Schools has distinguished its 
ranking scale by the use of Peer-Based Value, or PBV. The PBV 
score compares the cost of each program to the cost of similar 
programs with the same qualitative score. 
 
 
 
 
	  

	  


