




C A R E E R  O P T I O N S

Professional Composer

Promotion Management

Music Education

Music Therapy

Professional Performer

Music Copyist and Engraver

Music Ministry   

Music Director or Conductor

Music Instruction



You can make a difference in the lives of children and their families and be 
a part of a rewarding career that shapes the future of our children. If you like 
seeing a child’s eyes light up with understanding you belong in the classroom.
The field of education opens many opportunities to work with children in a variety of 

settings; infant through preschool childcare, school-age programs, Head Start centers 

and elementary schools.

Villa Maria College offers programs in Early Childhood Education and Education 

Studies leading to career employment and transfer options. Practical classroom 

experiences and solid internships coupled with theory and methods give you the

skills and knowledge to work with children from infancy to elementary school. 

C A R E E R  O P T I O N S

Preschool Head Teacher  |  Elementary Teacher Assistant

Day Care Provider  |  Early Childhood Educator

early childhood education
education studies (K-6)

YEAR PROGRAMS       



In today’s corporate structure, you need universal skills for any game plan. 
Problem solving, critical thinking, and strong communication skills are vital to any 

career path in the business world and are the essentials in Villa’s Business Management 

program. With articulation agreements that link students to Canisius College, Niagara

University, Hilbert College, and Medaille College, your business degree will only be 

limited by your imagination and motivation.

C A R E E R  O P T I O N S

Sales

Marketing 

Advertising 

Public Relations 

Accounting 

Finance 

Administration 

Electronic Commerce

business management
YEAR PROGRAM       



physical therapist assistant
YEAR PROGRAM

Physical Therapist Assistant is one of fastest growing professions 
according to the U.S. Department of Labor Statistics.   

Villa’s PTA program is the only one in Erie County accredited by the Commission 

on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), meeting national standards. 

Along with your classroom experience, you’ll have laboratory knowledge and four 

clinical experiences to sharpen your skills and increase your confidence interacting 

with client and patients.  

Local internship sites include the Catholic Health Systems, Kaleida Health, McGuire 

Group Elderwood Senior Care, People Incorporated, the University of North Carolina

Medical Center and Erie County Medical Center. 

Students interested in continuing their education and obtaining a Doctorate in 

Physical Therapy can take advantage of transfer articulations with Daemen College,

University of Findlay in Ohio, and Loma Linda University in California.

Locally, PTA is ranked fourth overall in the fastest growing occupations in Western 

New York. Our graduates readily secure employment at a 100% placement rate!    

C A R E E R  O P T I O N S

Hospital Care  |  Private Practice  |  Community

Health Centers  |  Nursing Homes  |  Sports Facilities

Rehabilitation Centers  |  Pediatric Centers  



Primarily a transfer program, our Liberal Arts program 
encompasses the teaching of career skills necessary for any position. 
Communication, critical thinking and problem solving skills are the 

hallmarks to a solid educational path. Choose General Studies, Humanities, 

Natural Sciences or Social Sciences, depending on your career goals. 

Liberal Arts is the gateway to your future with unlimited possibilities!

C A R E E R  O P T I O N S

Health Care and Human Services

Teaching

Business

Public Relations

Marketing 

Sales 

Management

liberal arts
YEAR PROGRAMS



Student Support Services

LEARNING STRATEGIES CENTER (LSC)
The LSC offers services to all students interest-
ed in improving or maintaining their level of
academic performance. Qualified and experi-
enced tutors are available for individual and
small group tutoring on a daily basis. Services
are also available for students with learning 
disabilities and for those who need English 
as a Second Language assistance. Evening 
students can access services on-line and 
telephone tutoring is also available. Tutoring
sessions incorporate study skills, comprehen-
sive course content, time management, test
taking, and other skills. 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTER
From your first day at Villa Maria College, our
career development staff can help you prepare
for your life after college – namely, your career.
Career counseling and advisement, assistance
with resumé writing and portfolio preparation,
review of job interview techniques, and advise-
ment on how to network and establish valuable
contacts in your field are just a few of the services
we offer. The Center also provides college
transfer counseling to help you determine
which future educational choices will best suit
your individual needs. 

COUNSELING CENTER
College is prime time for students to engage in
opportunities that foster personal growth and
develop potential. Our on-site college counselors
are specially trained to assist students in learning
how to be more effective in their daily lives and
to achieve future goals. Students may meet
with the counselors for a problem-solving session
or visit the Center on a more regular basis to
resolve personal issues or work through a crisis.
Students are encouraged to utilize the counseling
process as part of their learning experience.

STUDIO-BASED LEARNING
In addition to four specialized computer labs for
graphics, photography, and interior design, Villa
Maria College has a state-of-the-art Music Recording
Studio, a high-end animation studio/classroom,
and a new fashion design/construction laboratory. 
All classrooms are equipped with network access,
a computer, and audio-visual equipment. Both
PCs and Macs throughout the campus offer
access to a wide variety of industry-standard 
software, the Internet, and email. Facilities are
available both daily and on weekends and open
laboratories provide access outside of class. 
WiFi access in the library and cafeteria provide
connectivity to the Internet and campus portals
for classroom forums and distance learning.
Remote access is provided via portals.

From staff members to faculty, everyone at Villa Maria College has 
a vested interest in seeing you succeed as a student and a person.
We offer a variety of services to support your studies and career path. 



ARTHUR O. EVE HIGHER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM (HEOP)

HEOP is a special admissions program jointly sponsored by Villa Maria College and New York State 

to assist students who have the potential to complete a college degree, but who need additional 

academic and financial assistance. HEOP students can take advantage of a full-range of services 

including an intensive six-week summer program, pre-college courses, tutoring, counseling, 

enrichment activities, and financial assistance.

LIBRARY

Our library offers a growing collection of materials to support all academic programs. Spacious yet

comfortable, it is a convenient setting to study, browse, or write, and is computerized to insure that you

quickly find the materials you need. Library holdings include over 35,000 volumes of books, 100 current

periodical subscriptions, and several full-text online databases. There are also special collections that

focus on children's literature and on Polish heritage. The Library participates in Ask Us 24/7, an online

reference project of the Western New York Library Resources Council in Buffalo, New York - a non-prof-

it library consortium of 90 member libraries and library systems serving Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie,

Genesee, Niagara, and Orleans counties. Students can access this service 24 hours a day, seven days 

a week. The Media Center offers multimedia materials including compact discs, DVDs, computer 

software, cassette tapes, audio books, and slides.

CAMPUS MINISTRY

Villa Maria College, an international Peace Site, promotes appreciation and respect for the dignity and

the integrity of all persons by providing opportunities for expanding knowledge and changing behaviors

and attitudes regarding violence and injustice. Campus Ministry aims to minister to students, faculty, and

staff of the college community by offering various activities to help people deepen their awareness of the

presence of God. Sister Mary Josette Food Pantry, affiliated with the Food Bank of Western New York,

offers opportunities for volunteers to serve the needs of the less fortunate both on and off-campus.



Quality student life is an integral part of your total college experience. 
Program specific groups meet throughout the semester, hold events, participate in student governance, 
community  service projects, and enhance overall school spirit. For a complete list of clubs and organizations, 
visit us online at www.villa.edu   

Clubs and Activities

AMBASSADORS

A network of Villa students who assist the college

in various recruitment and service-related activities.

ART CLUB

Art students discuss both historical and 

contemporary art issues and travel to New York

City for intensive art and cultural exploration.

GRAPHIC DESIGN CLUB

Graphic Design students strive to enhance the

quality of education and life on campus through

visual communication, to provide professional

development, to promote community outreach,

and have fun doing it!

(HANDS) HELPING ADULTS 

NEW DREAMS SUCCEED

In degree programs for the non-traditional student,

staff is prepared to meet individually with students

prior to and during the semester to help make

their transition as smooth as possible.

IN CLUB

The IN Club – the Student Chapter of the American

Society of Interior Designers (ASID) offers interior

design students the opportunity to project

artistic and ethical concepts of the profession

on an apprentice level, to promote high standards

in public relations and design integrity, and to

train for eventual professional practice.

SIFE – STUDENTS IN FREE ENTERPRISE

SIFE is a global non-profit organization active 

in more than forty countries. College’s team is

lead by faculty advisors who are challenged 

to develop community outreach projects.

MULTICULTURAL CLUB

Members explore the different cultures of the

world while sharing the organization's ethnicity

with members of the Villa community.

MUSIC CLUB

Open to all Music, Jazz and Music Business 

students, meetings involve musical discussions

and performance and critique sessions.

PHI THETA KAPPA

The international honor society for two-year 

colleges gives full and part-time students an

opportunity to develop leadership and service

skills.

PHOTO VISIONS

This photography club is open to students and

alumni. Speakers, field trips, and group activi-

ties promote knowledge and networking with

area galleries and photographers.



EVENING CLASSES AND EVENING DEGREE PROGRAMS

We had working students in mind when we

developed our evening class schedule and

evening degree programs. Students enrolled 

in our evening modular degree programs can

earn an Associate degree in only 2-1/2 years

while taking no more than two classes during

each eight-week module. Classes begin at 

5:45 p.m. and end by 9:55 p.m. By enrolling 

in two classes in both eight-week modules 

each semester, students are considered 

full-time and are eligible for financial aid.

SERVICES

Student support services help you achieve 

your education goals. In addition to Villa’s 

many student services, the following may be 

of special importance to you.

• Adult Learners Group – Helping Adults

New Dreams Succeed (HANDS)

• Counseling Center

• Career Exploration and Planning

• Learning Strategies Center

TRANSFER CREDIT

Courses completed at other colleges are 
evaluated for transfer credit. Factors affecting
transferability of credit include curriculum 
compatibility with your chosen program of
study, grade awarded, and when the course 
was taken.

LIFE-LONG LEARNING AND 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

The Life Long Learning and Workforce
Development Center of Villa Maria College
enthusiastically endorses, supports, and pro-
motes the fundamental concept of learning
throughout the life cycle. The departmental 
goal is to reach our community of partners who
desire personal and professional enrichment by
offering a series of innovative, high quality, and
cost effective workshops, seminars, and non
credit courses. The primary focus is on furnish-
ing our community of learners - individuals, 
businesses, and organizations - with the tools,
the knowledge, and the resources required to
update their skills and competencies, and to
achieve their potential. In addition, Villa Life
Long Learning and Workforce Development
department features a state-of–the-art Verizon
Computer Center where vocational education
and training programs are offered. Day, evening,
and weekend classes are available.

PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT/HEALTH

RELATED PROFESSIONALS CLUB

A social and educational club comprised of

Physical Therapist Assistant and Liberal Arts/

Natural Sciences students and students 

interested in health science fields.

SKALD

Villa’s national award winning annual literary

and creative arts magazine spotlights student

literary, artistic and photographic work.

STUDENT UNION BOARD

This group acts as the voice of the students – 

promoting student responsibility, loyalty to 

the college, and cooperation among students.

TEACHERS LOVE CHILDREN (TLC)

A professional service and social organization 

for Education majors, with focus on young 

children and their needs.

THE VIKING

This informal, semi-monthly news bulletin 

published by students, serves as a means 

of communication for the student body, 

the faculty and the administration.



Villa Maria College is committed to 

providing our students with a quality

education at an affordable price.

Admission is open to all qualified applicants

regardless of age, race, religion or creed,

color, sex, national or ethnic origin, marital status,

learning and physical disabilities. Final

decisions on admission are based on 

academic records, interview and, where

applicable, college placement test and

portfolio reviews.

Villa Maria College operates on a

“rolling admissions” basis. Your admission

decision is made as soon as your application

file is complete. Although there is no deadline

to submit your application, we suggest

you apply early for the following reasons:

• Admission to specific degree programs

is competitive and program-specific 

interviews and portfolio reviews are 

mandatory for several areas.

• College-based scholarships are more 

readily available if you apply early.

• Individuals holding an IEP diploma 

are ineligible for admission to Villa 

Maria College.

HOW TO APPLY

1. Complete the Admissions Application

in this booklet and mail to the Admissions

Office. Directions for completion are

included on the application. Letters of 

recommendation can be attached to the

application. An on-line application is also

available at our website: villa.edu. There 

is no fee for applying.

2. Request that your high school send an

official transcript to the Villa Maria College

Admissions Office, or provide a copy of

your GED scores with your application. 

In addition, you are encouraged to submit

SAT scores which will be considered for 

college course placement and scholarship

eligibility. 

3. If you’ve attended college elsewhere

and wish to transfer to Villa Maria College,

you must request official transcripts to be

submitted to the Admissions Office. If 

you have earned a post-secondary degree,

you are not required to submit a high

school transcript.

4. Schedule an appointment with the

Admissions Office for an interview either

before or after you apply.

5. Shortly after you submit your 

application and high school transcript 

you will receive a letter scheduling your

VMC placement test. Individuals with

post-secondary degrees are generally

exempt from the placement test.

FINANCIAL AID

The Financial Aid Office will work with you

every step of the way to ensure that you

receive the maximum amount of financial

aid based on your qualifications. An edu-

cation at Villa Maria College is affordable.

Over 90% of our students receive some

form of financial aid in the form of

grants, loans, and college work study.

HOW TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID

You can schedule an appointment with

our Financial Aid Office to assist you in fill-

ing out your Free Application to Federal

Student Aid (FAFSA). The form should be

filled out on-line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Villa Maria College’s federal FAFSA 

identification code number is 002896.

Villa’s New York State TAP code is 2158 

for the Associate degree, and 2188 for 

the Bachelor degree. 

Financial aid falls into four 

broad categories:

1. Grant programs don’t have to be

repaid and are based on the income 

of your household. TAP is one sponsored 

by New York State, and PELL is a federal

program. (www.tapweb.org) Villa also

offers grants that can be included in your

financial aid package. Your Villa Maria

College financial aid counselor will help

you explore these programs.

2. Student loans are made at an 

attractive interest rate and you do not

have to begin payments until six months

after graduating from college.

3. Scholarships, for partial tuition, are also

available. The catalog highlights 

several of our scholarship programs.

4. Work Study

S C H O L A R S H I P S

It is important to offer 

a quality education that 

is affordable. 

We recognize student academic

achievements, and assist those

who may have a financial need

through scholarships and grant

opportunities. Options are 

available based on academic

requirements, status, actual

awards given by semester and 

in association with a specific 

program of study. 

Scholarships are available for

full- and part-time students –

contact our Financial Aid 

office for information.

We know that 

your SAT scores 

don’t tell the whole 

story about you. 

THAT’S WHY 

WE EVALUATE 

EACH STUDENT 

INDIVIDUALLY.

ADMISSIONS AND FINANCIAL AID



1. Auditorium

2. Dining Hall

3. Main Building   

4. Library

5. Music Building

6. Student Center

7. Art Shop

8. Art Gallery

9. Collegiate Village

Campus Map



716.896.0700 | 240 PINE RIDGE RD. | BUFFALO villa.edu

animation 

business management

education

fashion design and merchandising 

fine arts

graphic design 

interior design

liberal arts

music

music business

music industry

photography

physical therapist assistant




